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ing which the evidence is not: yet complete. 
Gen. MoCrertan has testified recently that 
when he embarked for the Peninsula he left 
‘Washington protected by 76,000 men: while 
-on the Other hand it is asserted that there 
were not more than 25,000 available for that 
purpose. The:Government, whether rightly 
or not, déemed the Capital unsafe, and with- 
held 24,000 of McDowsx11's troops for the pur- 
pose of covering it. The remainder, under 
FRinxum, Were sent to the Peninsula; and 
Gen, MoCreri4n, according to thé’ Prince ‘bg 
Jourviax, 8t: first thought of intrusting to 
‘thet’ the’ turning of, Gloucester, and the ad- 
“vance up the York 'a#’s meitace to the, rear of 


the enemy, Which} was holding Yorktown. 


‘sade iy abandon 6 plea which he had 


D put into successful exbtution? 
We know not where to seek an answer to this 


question. No cial reports ” 
sisdédbetida 8b yallapiick Late oly 





| Mght-upon it. The Pringe pxtpnrvie, who 


mig perhaps, more of Gen. McCie1ian’s 


i the 


he ~trpady. 
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and resolute attempt to execute them. 
eens 
‘MoOuitttaw ihext ° addréased eorae 


or aa a rir atand don? that the | 
shelis from the rifled gins flew in all direc. 
tions,”—and that’“the accuracy of théir 
fire" forced us to abandon: all . the signal 
posts we had established in the tops of the 
tallest trees,” his statements lack the cortob- 
oration of others, who had equal facilities for 
observation. » Indeed; it was ‘noted ds.one of 
the most curious features of the siege, that 
the besiegers suffered so little: interruption in 
their work at the hands.of the enemy ; and 
there were not wanting those who baséd upon 
that circumstance the. belief that the enemy 
did not intend to make any formidable resist- 
ance. at ‘Yorktown. Thus. the ‘Editor of' the 
Tings wrote. from the camp.on Wednesday— 
four days before the evacuation : 
“ Why the rebels permit our works thusto be car- 


the. 
Coed ‘Me wah the Prince had nord with, the bosetantente Caete et es 


ase singular feature of the war, the “ com- 
plete absence of all information in regard. to 
the country and the position of the enemy— 
the total ignorance under which they labored 
in regard to his ‘movements and ‘the number 
of his troops.” The usual mode.of obtaining 
such information is by reconngissances in 
force,—by pushing forward bodies strong 
enough to penetrate the enemy's lines and 
ascertain his strength, and-then, if necessary, 
to withdraw, But.fersome reason or other 
this method does not seem. to have been re- 


° Dp -dnstance.,. Gen. MoOua- 
er_means.of eanematishing 
that Gen. MoOusuiaw hed 

ore gp ih of taking Yorktown, 
provided for it. He thus sets forth 

the plan and the reason of its failure : 
“ Ip order to gain time, and avold the tedium of a 
siege, Gen, MoCixtia® had thought out the means of 


éurning the position.’ ‘The enemy held the James, 
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They advanced gallantly, carried a rifie-pit, but 
thetr ammunition bad beea wetted in passing the 
stream ; they were net supported, and retired after loe- 
ing many ‘of thelr 
was, no Sou 
and it was at once abandoned. 

This operation, like that Gloucester, mot be- 


ing feasible, we were forced undertake the siege of 
the uninvested fertifications of Yorktown.” 


We regard this as a very important passage 
in the history of this campaign. It assigns.a 
motive for a movement which attracted gen- 
eral attention at the time it was made, the 


pmeaning of which, however, we have néver 
»befdre, seen disclosed. Instead of: being‘ 


mere #kirmish intended, as' was supposed. at 
the timé, to silence a troublesome battery, the 
attack at Lee’s Mill ‘was really the initial step 
-of.a general assault upon the rebel lines. 

The design attributed to Gen. MoCratzan 
by the Prince: ps Jomvitiz ‘seems to have 
been a good one, and up to a certain point it 
seems to have. been well executed. . He 


‘| sought’ for @ weak’ spot>in a line. of 


entrenchments seven miles: long, and 
found it. His intention was to. force it,—to 
ot elm lite choo pa 


3 ws noe 


this | the execution 


the plan. Tat ll wan te 


-] “ weak spot” aclected for the trial... Bighteen 


| field-pieces “ silenced” the epposing batteries, 
~-|and “some Vermont companies” were pushed 
“actoss the creek, carried a rifie-pit, and. thus 
‘prepared the way, with complete success, for 
the grand movement of -a solid force through 
the opening which had just been made. But that 
grand movement was hot even attempted! The 
Vermont companies, says the Prince, “were not 
supported and retired.” “The project was,no 
doubt, found to present unforeseen difficulties, 
and it was at once abandoned.” What were 
these difficulties ? What reason bas the Prince 


ee ee 


‘for Monday morning. 


vie *y we she rb gap a, wp ot the Sgpting , id " 
a nae the work ig nearly done. Many infer frotea 3 
quiet 


of the rebelé that they do not mean really to 
contest the place, but that as soon ag the essault 


I, I 
= confess I cannot ‘I 


: Gen. MoCiziiax, upon. whom this view of | 
‘ab ‘case ‘was more than.once warmly pressed, 
thought difforently. ‘He did not belleve thers. 


“was any position. between there and Rich- 
modd where the rebels could, make go good a 


defence as at Yorktown ; and he, therefore, 
believed,.in spite of all appearances to’ the 
contrary; that they would’ defead it to the 
Jast. ‘But he was also perfectly confident of 
his ability. to take it. He had determined not 


to open’ ‘fire’ at all. until all, his batteries} 


were ready, believing that’a very few hours 
woukd then suffice to silence: the enemy’s 


guns. -He had opened a splendid séries of.) 
“in which was tied the end of a piece of strong 


trenghes, under: cover of which he’ would 
throw his troops. selected for the assault into 
the enemy's works, and had everything ready 
to follow: up the victory’ whieh he did not 
doubt awaited him. The Prince says: 


‘Everything was ready for the decisive blow. Not 
only was 8 terrible bombardment to be directed 
against the city; not only were the choicest troops 
selected for the grand assault which was tofollow the 
bombardment, but the steam transports waited only for 
the signal to pasaup into the York River as soon as 
high up on the line. of the Confederate. retreat. A 
part of the forces were actually kept on board of the 
trenaports. Ina few hours they would have paszed over 
the distance which it would heve taken the enemy two 
days totraverse. Driven by storm from Yorktown, 
followed up step for step, intercepted on their road 
by fresh troops, the army of the Sonth would have 
been in: a very critical position, and the Federals 


would have found what they Bo greatly needed, « 
brilliant military success, 


Thus affairs stood on Saturday, the 8d 
of May, The opening of the bal) was fixed 
But on Sunday tootn- 
ing at daybreak it was discovered by. our ad- 
vanced ‘sharpshooters that. the rebels, had 
evacuated Yorktown. There wes ho longer 
any sign of an enemy.there.. Gens MoCixttan 
telegraphed to ‘Washington that Yorktown 
was in his possession—that:he had thrown 
alt his cavalry and horse-artiflery: in : pursuit 
of the rebela—that he should on that day 
(Sunday) send Frayxxm and the gunboats to 
“West Point, and that he should “push the 
enemy’’to the'wall.” Part of the army was 
pushed. forward on that day ; Sconzuin, with 
his cavalry and four batteries of artillery 
taking the lead. But “Fxamxto and the gun- 
boats” did not start for West Point until the 
succeeding Tuesday—after. the battle of ‘Wil- 
liameburgh, and when it was entirely too late 
to arrest the retreating foe. On emerging from 
the woods into the large open plain this side of 
‘Williamsburgh, Sronxxax came upon the réar 
guard of the rebels, with whom he sustained 
a brief and unsuccessful engagement. Next 
aye portion of our troops renewed the, at- 
‘tack, and Heiwrzeiman, Hooxern and Keanny 
maintained a bloody and most unequal fight 
for five hours, without orders or any general 
supervision, in the midst of the most terrible 
confusion of wagon trains, and marching over 
narrow roads leading through dense woods, 
and over which it was almost impossible to 
force an empty wagon drawn by six males, 
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able; “and yet,‘ini ‘spite of this, the gunboats’ 
of the Yankees ‘paseed among and over 
ihém with perfect impunity. Ingenious ef. 
were,.they, and costly,  too—great 
iron. .,things,, as.big,, a8, an, Irishman’s 
shanty, arranged with, lines, locks and :triggers, 
_Very-formidable in theory,.and only in practice 
lacking the one important quality of explosion. 
Snapping locke did'no good—you might build'a 
firé around oné till’ its tivets' were ‘red-hot, and. 
even then it would réfuse to perform its intended 
duty; they never would go off unless. carried, 
and thus it resulted that this. magnificent system 
of defence. adopted by the. young Confederacy, 
proved a failure, 
It could not, inuveved, be expected that a peo- 


ger eo we 


vie Disa og priat 


a eee 





pon teen keene ol mode} a 
ay . 7 aye a cous yn taty ls - = “ces ergti 


Swat + * 
PA 


nioee rego slo of 
= g, have bees erisbled 10 , a 
sd cry on ade enirly upon theirown, a 
E e 


Wehavesteamie here, whose: saidehdient are | 
none of the. smallest,, whose wealth «is: not the: ‘a, 
least, and whose attendance js not the fewest—:}. 


the worship is the grandest, and. glorious and. 


golden: are the rewards paid to the devotees, 


ple whose forte is chivalry, and whosé contempt Our King is rather s salit’than s°riler; for']* 


for greasy mechanics is s0‘well’ known, * should 
excel in the construction of either steam engines 


ot tétpefloes. “Your frue Southron, can chew to- courtiers. Men boldly dare. the shot-gun of the 
: Dooge, drink wallpaived quaptitiog, of; whisky, play: 


: foubvals Ph poker, brag much on his sun- 
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” Later) the ‘same mind ‘termed’ its ahah to 


torpedoes, witht a result that does ‘honor to its 


genius. ‘A man dsimed Ivivs—originally a native | thpee 
ofithe State in whose-metropolis revolves the 
Heb of the Universe—devised,a,plan which. re- 
sulted in, blowing through, the..bottom .of the; 
Ceiro.a.hole so. large. that. you aight drive 


log Of wood eouie three ‘fest in length To the 
lower and of this log was fastened an iron staple, 


rope. An Snchor attached to this repe held the 


‘log under water, while. the other end of the rope, 


after being passed through the eye of the anchor, 
was fastened to a stump ashore. In the neck of 


the demijohn was placed some fulminating pow- 


‘der, the end of a: wire well roughened was in- 


gerted in this, the whole well-waxed to keep it 
water-tight, and ‘then the balance.of this wire 
was extended just below the suface of the river 
and fastened to something on the bank. 

There was a torpedo, which, cost probably, ex-, 
clusive of the powder, about fifty cents, and which ‘}) 


‘was es certain to explode if the wire were strain- 


ed ever 60 little, as effect isto follow cause. Its 
cheapness recommended it, and in consequence 


the mevadion af Mr. Ivins was placed at once | 


in thé Yazoo river.’ So much for preliminaries. 

Early last week the ram Metamora, Capt, Grr- 
ty, and the iron-clad Cairo,Qapt. SELFRIDGs, were 
ordered.to proceed up the Yazoo River, with 
view to inspecting affairs prior to the movement 
of the expedition up that river." They proceedéd 
up about seventeen miles, being shot at at inter- 
vals by guetrillas ‘on shore, and returning the 
compliment with shell and canister; but, in. 
other respects meeting with no serious obstruc- 
tions. _When they had penetrated thus far, they 
came scross the first of the series of obstructions 
organized . by, .Mr.) Ivimms; and, by the ‘aid 
of a couple of prisoners, were enabled’ ‘to 
ascertain their locality and remove them without 
trouble. Showing nothing above the surface: of 
the water, their detection Wass matter of extreme 
difficulty, and could only be accomplished by 
watching narrowly everything on the bank with a 
view of find ing the rope by which they were an- 
chored.’ This once found, a cut from a knife sey- 
eted the rope, and instantly the torpedo would 
shoot to the surface, when, by careful handling, 
its removal was a matter of some delicacy, »but 
no great difficulty. 

Within the distance of a mile, they dudaveeen 
and removed eleven of these dangerous articles. 
When the blow from the knife allowed them to 
come to the surface, they would be towed off by 
seamen in small boats, cere being taken to handle 
them tenderly until the wire was found and its. 
connection with the shoresevered. 

The ram Metamora was going slowly, followed 
a short distance behind bythe Caira. The ram 
passed over a torpede, but did not explode it, as 
she happened to be on the side of the river to 
which the engine was moored. The Cairo became 
somewhat unmanageable, owing to a high wind, 
and instead of folowing in the wake of the ram, 
as she should have done, she was blown over to- 
ward the side opvosite that taken by her leader, 
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Yet wwithal; thessiegy tasdhdade thane ds wb: 
faiths ; and perhape I can no better illustrate the 


he | beauties of the cotsen-worship: than by giving'an. 
filled i¢ with powder and: set it upén the end of a | 


The divine precepts of Him, who uttered the ser-- 
mon of the mount never were more beautiful. and 
benevolent than when contrasted with the cold, 
unpromising infidelities of a Paine. I will avail 
myself of the effectiveness of the contrast, and 
give the subjoined document : 
“ Harawa, Ark., Sept. 29, 1863, 

‘>In compliance with an official request, I make the 
following statement : 

On the 24th of September, sixteen negroes were 
faken from « planter living twelve miles below 
Lacon, Mo), by Col: Cuas: BE. Hovat, of the Thirty- 
third Lilineis Infantry. On the 24th or 25th of Sep- 
tember, these negroes were placed on the Govern- 
‘ment steamer Jeten,jtaken back to : 
exchanged for forty bales of cotton. When 
down the nexross esked -if they were 


transactions of a similar kind in Col. Hovar’s com- 
mand are of frequent occurrence—that is, the ex- 
changing of negroes for cotton and money. 

‘On the 26th of September, force of two hundred 
men from the Eleventh Illinois were sent to Friar’s 
Point, @ distance of “five mfles from Hovar's camp, 
who surroundea and held the’ piace, while a force 
consisting of infantey, artillery and. cavairy started 
for a point immediptely A «pnp alien Daler 


pes, rere gg an yo 
pet isp eesh gor Putting rice 
ons, they started bask, reaching the river bank on the 


27th inst. 
This cotton, taken by Uiilted States troops, and 


transported. po United States wagons, was sold, and |: 


its proceeds pocketed by the gentleman who.ceptured 
tte The cost, apart from the march of troops, &c., 
was Capt. Caner and three privates of the Eleventh 
captured, and Sergt. Mason) of the Thirty-third [lit 
eo |S epee 
wThie ent is yby a gentieman who is 

Congress in Tennessee, and who un- 
doubtedly ‘has concluded that serving his country 
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| comer of the Unies. But I'am to-day pr 


inte the public prints of Minnesota, copied” fro’ 
your journal,) may causes profound snstion 
im this and some neighboring counties, rig.-Gen. 
Simuzx, who hes succeeded to the command of this 
Department, hes exhibited a degree of energy in his 
efforts to encompass this-Indian treable, that justiy 
SeeeRip te he sepert shares steen eS ee 9 
a with Hon. H. M. Ruex and others, hes 


lodges of Chippewas. Some of these redakine have | 
been found far beyond their usual hunting-grounds}" 
and upon being interrogated, always profess to be 
trappers. pan soqne af. Sern. pars. arse: Sat ste 
resquariqnce, faves: 1G encase caiSEae 


ina legislative capacity, at $3,000 per snniim, is f dp 


betterand more profitable than service in the con- 


of the cotton worshipers. 


" | might'add that a dozen other: statements of)" 


perfect reliability might be édduced, showing that ' 
not only is the practice of running off negroes and: 


then trading them for cotton, common, but also, 
that it is equally an. every-day operation to. use 
the power of the Gevernment in seizing cotton, 
whose proceeds.axe put in the pockets of enter- 
prising private speculators. : 
In our ‘late trip under Gen. Hover, an enter. 
prising Hebrew, who had smuggled himself 


as the correspondent of the Volk’s Pond at 


Cincinnat!, deputiaed, me. to offer Gen. Hovar. 


‘g200 for the privilege of buying up a little: cottan . 
The antecedents of the 


op the rante homewarda. 
General convinced me.that the, offer would be an 
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